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The clergy, however strong and manifest be their
patriotism, are regarded as foreigners because they
are in relations with their co-religionists abroad,
because some of them have been educated abroad;
they cannot be hundred-per-cent. citizens of their
own country. So it was in old days when Catholics
were persecuted in England: so it was in Germany
at the time of the Kulturkampf. And there is persecu-
tion in the name of popular liberty; where the parti-
sans of a democratic revolution, in their eagerness to
sweep away all the landmarks of the bad past, pro-
fess to find in the Church, and especially in her
hierarchy, a relic of the older order which must be
swept away with the rest; of course the clergy are
the enemies of revolution, or how was it that all went
well with them in the days before the revolution?
So once more, though on quite different grounds, the
Church is persecuted.

The Nazi movement has, perhaps, both reasons for
quarrelling with Catholic influence in the Reich.
For, on the one hand, the German Catholics are
bound by strong ties to Catholics in other parts of
the world, and the Nazi State distrusts all such out-
side affiliations. And on the other hand, Rider's
revolution, although we used to think of it as a con-
servative revolution because it was anti-Communist,
has proved, ia fact, a break with the past hardly
less radical than Lenin's. Whether because they
remind him that there are cultures other than the
German culture, or because they remind him that
there was a pre-Nari Germany, Hitler might be
expected to view the Catholics of the Reich with
distrust, arui perhaps to harass them.